PYGMALION OR PROCRUSTES?
former than for the latter purpose. They are not only in
that <sase regrettable because the end is less desirable, but
also because they are more liable to lead to that defect of
character resulting in " going to the dogs " For a man
must be an officer and a gentleman. If he is only a gerideman
because he is an officer—if his keeping to the right path
of conduct is only motivated by the wish for the approval of
a narrow class of comrades, and is defined by an unbreakable
code of convention which is accepted without fundamental
understanding—then should that code be broken, that
approval lost, no anchor remains. Whereas, if in addition
there is a wider sense of right and wrong there is no escape
from seK-condemnation, nor need to give up self-respect
even if one be ostracized
The path to that higher type of character, however,
probably lies through the lower. The unselfish motives
began no doubt when co-operation came into play in the
evolutionary process, in addition to competition. Sometimes
the importance of competition in Darwinian and allied
theories makes one forget the equal importance of co-opera-
tion. In any multicellular animal, co-operation has largely
taken the place of competition as between the cells of the
body. The right hand does not compete in cut-throat
fashion with the left. And then in the family, the tribe,
the nation, co-operation finds further scope. It is, no doubt,
co-operation in order that the body corporate may compete
the more successfully with others. But still, co-operation
it is, calling for unselfish sacrifice in place of selfish striving.
So the road to unselfishness seems to be through the herd
instinct, esprit de corps, team games. The only danger
is stopping too short. Everyone stops somewhere. The
great distinguishing feature of Christianity was the height
to which it rose in this respect, far beyond the level of
paganism.
And though the ascent seems to have been from the
instincts which centre round the ego, up to those which find
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